
A MUSE ON THE MUSES 
 
The Greek Muses in mythology go back to Proto-Indo-European roots; they are goddesses or spirits who 
inspire the creation of literature and the arts. They were the source of knowledge contained in poetic lyrics 
and myths. Originally three in number, by 400 BC (Classical era), their numbers had grown to nine and 
they became a set of goddesses who embody the arts and inspire the creative process. In Hesiod’s 
Theogony (seventh century BC) the Muses were the daughters of Zeus and Mnemosyne, Goddess of 
Memory. Although this myth reaches much further back in time, for brevity, let’s stick with the Greek    
version. 
 

In general society, the Muses functioned as the embodiment and sponsors of artful expression. They 
were the key to good living as they brought both prosperity and friendship. In looking to the various 
Muses on a daily basis, it was thought they could h elp to inspire people to do their best. 

MUSE   DOMAIN   EMBLEM 
 

Calliope  Epic Poetry   Writing Tablet 
Clio   History    Scrolls & Books 
Erato   Lyric Poetry   Lyre & Crown of Roses 
Euterpe   Music    Flute 
Melpomene  Tragedy   Tragic Mask 
Polyhymnia  Choral Poetry   Veil (Pensive expression) 
Terpsichore  Dance    Dancing & Carrying a Lyre  
Thalia   Comedy   Comic Mask 
Urania   Astronomy/Astrology  Globe & Compass 

Calliope , known as the Beautiful Voice, was the 
Chief of the Nine Muses, the patron of epic poetry 
and also the mother of Orpheus. Her symbol is a 
writing tablet. 

Clio , the Proclaimer, was the patron of history  
and the inventor of historical and heroic poetry 
and brought the Phoenician alphabet to Greece. 
Her symbols are scrolls and books. 

Passionate and lovely Erato  was the Muse of lyric poetry about 
love and eroticism; also the Muse of Mimicry. Her symbols are 
the Lyre and a Crown of Roses. 

Euterpe , also known as the Rejoicing Will or Pleasure 
Giver, was the Muse of lyric poetry and music. The 
“Cheerful Muse”, she was in charge of joy and pleasure and 
flute playing, with her symbol, the double flute. 

Sober and beautiful, Polyhymnia , (Many 
Songs) was the Muse of Sacred Hymn and of 
Eloquence. Depicted as a serious woman in a 
position of thoughtfulness or pensiveness, her 
symbols are a veil and the long robes of justice. 

Melpomene  was the Muse of Tragedy, 
also called the Songstress and is seen 
carrying a tragic mask and sometimes 
carries a knife or club. 



Terpsichore  was the Muse of dancing 
and choral singing and can be recognized 
as the one dancing and holding a lyre in 
her hands. 

Thalia  (Festive or Flourishing) is the Muse presiding over comedy 
and pastoral poetry and is the “country girl” of the group, enjoying a 
good traipse through rural settings. Her symbols are a comic mask 
and a shepherd’s crook. 

Urania  (Mountain Queen) is the Muse of astronomy and  
astrology and is depicted carrying a globe in one hand and a 
pair of compasses in the other. She is the direct opposite to 
Aphrodite, known for inspiring “chaste” love. With her foot on 
a turtle, this muse is the symbol of silence and restraint. 

"We know enough to make up lies which are convincin g,  
  but we also have the skill, when we will, to spea k the truth."  

                                                              The Muses to Hesiod, Theogony. 

The stories and legends then, however extraordinary , are neither to be believed 
nor disbelieved. Belief belongs to religion, magic and superstition; and disbelief 
belongs to exhaustion, despair and emptiness. But t he myths stand, by the power 
of Memory and the Muses, on the golden thread that separates and blends both. 


